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Review of The Peace of Illusions
George Lau”

Christopher Layne is a University Distinguished Professor, Robert M. Gates Chair in
National Security, and professor of international affairs at the Bush School of Government and
Public Service at Texas A&M University. His fields of interest are international relations theory,
great power politics, US foreign policy, and grand strategy. In his book The lllusions of Peace, he
retrospects the American foreign strategy after 1945, points out the cost and damages of this
strategy and then puts forward an alternative strategy.” He claims that the U.S. has been looking
for hegemony since 1945 with its abundant physical material, favorable geopolitical conditions
and the ambition to contain the world. He constructs a theory of Open Door to illustrate the
reasons why the U.S. keeps looking for beyond-region hegemony. Open Door represents
American national interest which including economic welfare, national security and ideology
export.

With this theory, Layne inspecteds American foreign policy after 1945. He condemns that
U.S. helped west Europe through NATO and Marshall P lan not because of threat from USSR, but
to contain Germany. Resurgence of nationalism and a united Europe could become the third
influence and shake American hegemony. To make hegemony more stable, U.S. controls the
western hemisphere firmly and projects its military force to Western Europe, Middle East and East
Asia. Domestically, a powerful government has been built, as well as military-industry mixture. In
other words, what U.S. performed is the aggressive extra-regional hegemony strategy, rather than
the so-called containment strategy which aimed to roll back the threat from USSR.

However, this Kind of strategy has many problems difficult to solve. Firstly, the ambition of
U.S. is to rule the world rather than to obtain national security in an anarchy world, which could

lead to a terrible result. Secondly, there are too many states for America to keep waich, including

“ George Lau is a postgraduate, Department of International Relations, NanKai University.

© Christopher Layne, The Peace of Illusions: American Grand Strategy from 1940 to the Present. Ithaca, N.Y.:
Cornell University Press, 2006. H3CEEAS L[S BAFEH « 3B (FPPFRIZIAR: 1940 4E DRI SEER
gy CPhrh ), B AR L, 2009 AR
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Germany, Russia, Japan and China. In that case, for America, there is high risk to be involved in
conflicts all over the world. Besides, the cost of maintaining hegemony is very high. Material
capability is vital for the Pax America, but no country can keep that advantage all the time.
Though don’t know the exact time of fall of American hegemony, we can confirm the Pax
America will collapse in the future.

Layne holds the opinion that the best way for America to maintain its influence is to replace
extra-regional hegemony strategy with offshore balancing strategy. In order to ease the strategic
burden, America should follow the steps below. Firstly, it should shift the responsibility of
guarding its alliances to themselves and retreat its military force from Eurasia. Secondly, the U.S.
should construct a multipolar system instead of hierarchy. In a multipolar system, the balance of
power will function automatically. Last but not least, when the multipolar system can’t work
effectively or a hegemonic state arises in Eurasia, America should rebuild the balance of power
with its affluent resources, including its military force when necessary. In other words, the safety
of U.S. relies not only on itself, but also on the multipolar system and the balance of power among
major powers in Eurasia.

Without doubt, Christopher Layne reinterprets the American foreign policy after 1945 with a
novel theory, Open Door theory, which is a hybrid of realism, commercial liberalism and
American exceptionalism. Someone thinks that The Peace of Illusions “should be at or near the
top of everyone's short list of works to read in order to understand the Bush Doctrine, the war in
Iraq, and the direction of U.S. foreign policy today”.®

However, the book still has several demerits. Firstly, the Open Door theory has been studied
by a lot of historians, like William Appleman Williams, Walter LaFeber, Melvyn Lefffler, and
Michael Hogan. “In this fascinating synthesis, Layne offers a savage indictment of Open Door
Wilsonianism and a defense of Realism, and on moral as well as geopolitical and historical
grounds.”™ Besides, some of his arguments conflict with the conventional wisdom. He asserts the
grand strategy of the U.S. during the Cold War isn’t containment strategy, but Open Door strategy,
which can’t convince readers. Secondly, Layne didn’t give enough attention to the details of
American foreign policy after the Cold War, especially the decision-making process. Last but not
least, in the final analysis, Layne proposes a new grand strategy for the U. S. which makes an
important contribution to the grand strategy debate. “However, the topic is very broad and Layne's

book does not address the questions that it raises in sufficient detail to be completely satisfying.”®

© David F. Schmitz, “Review of The Peace of Illusions”, The Journal of American History, Vol. 94, No. 1 (Jun.,
2007), pp. 336-337.

® Mark A. Stoler, “Review of The Peace of Illusions, The Journal of Military History, Vol. 71, No. 2 (Apr.,
2007), pp. 589-590.

@ T.James Devine, “Review of The Peace of Illusions”, Canadian Journal of Political Science, Vol. 40, No. 4
(Dec., 2007), pp. 1071-1072.
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Besides, Layne didn’t elaborate how to make this kind of strategy change and how to solve the
difficulties in such kind of change. All in all, The Hlusions of Peace is an excellent work on the

grand strategy for America that deserves careful reading and thinking.

British Traditional Diplomacy Policy Summed by Winston Churchill
---Balance Diplomacy

Luyu Zhang”

Balance diplomacy is a kind of foreign policy. Balance is a situation where two or more
strong states are fighting for hegemony but no one can get an apparent strength result to be the
hegemony. Directed by the balance diplomacy policy, one state will help the weaker side when
another side becoming apparent strong. Winston Churchill summed the diplomacy as follow, “At
any time, Britain must against the most powerful state and hegemony in the European land, in
order to maintain the balance situation in the European land and become the master of the
situation.” in his the Second World War memories.

Balance diplomacy policy was pursued by Britain in some modern international affairs. The
classical example is Partition of India and Pakistan. After the Second World War, Britain colonial
hegemony was weakened severely. India national independent movement developed rapidly. In
February 18" 1946, 20 thousands of sailors in Mumbai broke out revolt and all sailors attended the
revolt after 3 days. Though the revolt was suppressed, the revolt vibrated the British rule in India
and Britain government realized that Britain can’t rule India continually. They decided hand over
the sovereignty to India.

In order to keep the Britain economic interests and political influence in India, Britain
divided India into two dominions according to different religious beliefs. The region with more
muslin established Pakistan dominion and the region with more Hindu set up India dominion. The
division made two rivalrous states in India so that Britain can keep the economic interest and
political influence in India. But the division also resulted in the continuous conflict between India
and Pakistan. About 12 million people became homeless and 1 million people died for the conflict
in the history. Up to now, Kashmir still is a conflict area.

Nowadays, international politics is changing unpredictably. In oriental international politics,

China can make use of the balance diplomacy for reference to maintain a peaceful East Asia.

[#52: FRH. HiE]
[ it FiE]

* Luyu Zhang is an undergraduate, Department of International Relations, NanKai University.
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